
Hear from a range of speakers 
on how the proposed statewide 
planning scheme will impact 
your way of life in the Channel.

Woodbridge  
Planning Forum

Organising group: PMAT  
hosted by the Woodbridge Community Association
Date: 29 November 2017
Time: 7pm  Venue: Woodbridge Hall
3445 Channel Hwy, Woodbridge

Event contact: 
Sophie 0407 501 999 
sophie_underwood@hotmail.com
Planning Matters Alliance Tasmania (PMAT) is a growing network of more than 50  
community groups from across Tasmania who is campaigning for a strategic, sustain-
able and integrated planning system which will serve to protect the values that makes 
Tasmania so special and unique.

To contact PMAT or to find out more visit 
www.planningmatterstas.org.aufacebook/planningmatterstas
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Speakers:
Sophie Underwood 

Co-ordinator, PMAT
Flora Fox 

 Councillor, Kingborough Council
Tony Ferrier 

Deputy General Manager,  
Kingborough Council



W
hy Planning M

atters
•	

Planning affects every land title in Tasm
ania   

- your hom
e, your neighbour’s house, your  

local shops, schools and parks.  Planning 
shapes our cities, tow

ns and rural landscapes,  
building strong, thriving, healthy and  
sustainable com

m
unities. 

 
•	

An effective planning system
 is one w

hich  
provides for econom

ic developm
ent that  

respects local am
enity and character,  

safeguards natural and cultural heritage,  
and allow

s the Tasm
anian com

m
unity to  

participate in planning and developm
ent  

decisions that affect their future. 

•	
Planning schem

es m
ust offer a balance betw

een 
developm

ent, individual rights and com
m

unity 
am

enity, and not just offer a red carpet to  
property developers. 

•	
The State G

overnm
ent is introducing changes 

that w
eaken the planning system

 and the  
protections for places w

e live in and the things 
w

e love about Tasm
ania. 

 
•	

The Tasm
anian Planning Schem

e is due to com
e 

fully into effect in 2018.  PM
AT w

ill be w
orking 

hard to ensure that w
e get a planning system

 
that w

orks for everyone. View
 PM

AT”s platform
 

docum
ent at w

w
w

.planningm
atterstas.org.au

Key Issues
The State G

overnm
ent’s Tasm

anian Planning Schem
e fails to adequately address a range of issues:

•	
Com

m
unity health and w

ell-being: Lim
ited  

provisions to prom
ote better health for all  

Tasm
anians, such as facilitation of w

alking and  
cycling opportunities, ensuring local access to  
recreation areas and addressing food security. 

•	
U

rban issues: Sm
aller block sizes, higher buildings 

built closer to fences, and m
ulti-unit developm

ents 
in all residential areas are allow

ed. N
eighbourhood 

am
enity and character, privacy and sunlight into 

your backyard and hom
e are not adequately  

protected and your rights to challenge inappropriate  
developm

ents are very lim
ited. 

•	
Affordable and social housing: N

o provisions  
to encourage developm

ent of affordable or  
social housing. 

•	
N

ational Parks & Reserves: Com
m

ercial tourism
 

developm
ent can be approved in m

ost national 
parks and reserves w

ithout any guarantee of public 
consultation, and no rights of appeal. 

•	
Rural Issues: An unprecedented range of com

m
ercial 

and extractive uses w
ill be perm

itted in Rural Zones, 
w

hich w
ill further degrade the countryside and  

Tasm
ania’s food bow

l. 

•	
Biodiversity issues: The lack of consistent, up to 
date m

apping, and broad exem
ptions under the 

N
atural Assets Code m

eans that m
any habitat areas 

w
ill not receive protection.  

   

•	
Coastal Issues: W

eaker rules for subdivisions and 
m

ulti-unit developm
ent w

ill put our undeveloped 
beautiful coastlines under greater threat.  

•	
H

eritage Buildings & H
eritage Landscape Issues: 

Lim
ited protections for heritage places w

ill  
com

prom
ise Tasm

ania’s im
portant cultural precincts 

and erode the heritage character of listed buildings. 

•	
Aboriginal Cultural H

eritage Issues: N
o provision 

for im
pacts on Aboriginal H

eritage to be considered 
in a developm

ent assessm
ent. 

•	
Lack of integration: Forestry, m

arine farm
ing  

and dam
 construction rem

ain exem
pt from

 the  
new

 schem
e. 

 
•	

Your right to have a say: M
ore and m

ore uses and 
developm

ent w
ill be able to occur w

ithout public 
consultation or rights of appeal. 

•	
M

inisterial pow
ers: The changes shift pow

er over 
planning decisions into the hands of the Planning 
M

inister and aw
ay from

 the Tasm
anian Planning 

Com
m

ission, Councils and the public. 

•	
Local council issues: Feedback from

 councils is 
that their planning responsibilities are getting m

ore 
com

plicated. 

•	
Tasm

ania’s brand: The Tasm
anian brand underpins 

our future econom
y. The schem

e is an im
portant 

tool for m
anaging our brand – but it w

ill fail to  
protect all the reasons w

hy people live and  
visit here.

The Planning M
atters Alliance Tasm

ania (PM
AT)  

is a grow
ing netw

ork of m
ore than 50 com

m
unity  

groups from
 across Tasm

ania, united w
ith a com

m
on 

concern over the w
eakening of the state’s planning law

s 
and  a vision for the future.


