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LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW TIMELINES 

The Tasmanian Government is conducting a major review of the future of Local Government in 
Tasmania. The review started in 2018 and is still underway.  

The below is a broad summary of the review process conducted between 2018 and 2020. Also see a 
Summary of Phases 1 to 3 ‘The Journey so far –Engagement on the Act Review’ here and below.  

2018 – Phase 1 

• The Review was announced in June 2018. 
• From the 7 December 2018 to the 1 March 2019 the Tasmanian Government released a 

‘Discussion Paper: Review of Tasmania’s Local Government Legislation Framework’.   
• The Discussion Paper focused on what principles should underpin ‘a contemporary legislative 

framework for local government’. 
• 382 submissions were received. PMAT made a submission.  

2019 – Phase 2 

• The Review Reference Group was appointed in February 2019. PMAT asked to be part of the 
reference group but our application was unsuccessful.  

• In July 2019, a ‘Reform Directions Paper Phase 2’ was released for public comment until 30 
September 2019. This Paper outlined ‘Major Reform Areas’, ‘Considerations of other key issues 
raised’; and ‘Out of Scope’ issues which included two topics only: ‘Councils Role as a Planning 
Authority’ and ‘Amalgamations’. At this stage, as per page 49 of the Directions Paper, ‘The 
Government’s position is no forced amalgamations’.  

• The proposed Reform Directions sought to address issues during Phase 1.  
• This consultation period received almost 800 survey responses and 75 written submissions. 
• The submissions and feedback on the proposed Reform Directions was provided to the State 

Government to inform its legislative drafting process. 

2020 Phase 3 

• On 22 April 2020 the Government released the Approved Reforms for the Local Government 
Legislative Framework Review. This included a total of 51 reforms. 

• The reforms were developed following extensive consultation during 2018 and 2019 with the 
local government sector, key stakeholders, and the broader community and generated almost 
800 survey responses and 75 submissions. See the Ministers media release here. 

https://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0023/127526/Engagement_on_the_Local_Government_Act_Review_-_December_2020.pdf
https://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0032/96278/Discussion_Paper_Local_Government_Legislative_Framework_WCAG.pdf
https://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/114734/Reform_Directions_Paper_-_July_2019.pdf
https://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/102711/Review_of_Local_Government_Legislative_Framework_-_Approved_Reforms_-_90620.pdf
https://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/102711/Review_of_Local_Government_Legislative_Framework_-_Approved_Reforms_-_90620.pdf
https://www.premier.tas.gov.au/releases/local_government_legislation_review
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• Only 48 reforms were to be implemented after receiving broad support from the public, councils 
and stakeholders. 

• Only three of the 51 reforms were strongly opposed in the consultation feedback and 
accordingly will not be progressed. These were: 

− changing the way mayors and deputy mayors are elected; 
− introducing a candidate nomination fee; and 
− establishing Regional Councils. 

• ‘#48 – Introduce the option to create Regional Councils (Not proceeding). This proposal will 
not proceed. The option to create Regional Councils will not be introduced.’ 

• Note at this point forced amalgamations were not on the table:  
• ‘#51 – Voluntary amalgamations: Voluntary amalgamations of two or more councils will be 

able to occur, without the need for a Local Government Board review. Councils will need to 
develop a business case to explore amalgamations but will no longer require a report from the 
Local Government Board, which is time and resource intensive.’ 

• At this point, the Tasmanian Government also announced the creation of two new Bills:  
− a new Local Government Bill 
− Stand-alone Local Government (Elections) Bill 

• Timelines for final drafting, exposure bill consultation and progress through the Parliament were 
impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. 
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