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8 May 2025 

Tasmanian Planning Commission 

GPO Box 1691 

HOBART TAS 7001 

By online representation form. 

RE: PMAT Submission: Macquarie Point Multipurpose Stadium Draft Integrated Assessment Report 

Macquarie Point Multipurpose Stadium Draft Integrated Assessment Report 

The Planning Matters Alliance Tasmania (PMAT) thanks the Tasmanian Planning Commission for the 

opportunity to comment on the Macquarie Point Multipurpose Stadium Draft Integrated Assessment 

Report exhibited under section 22 of the State Policies and Projects Act 1993.  

Public comment was invited between the 31 March and 8 May 2025.  

The Macquarie Point Multipurpose Stadium Draft Integrated Assessment Report has been prepared 

in light of the information provided to the Tasmanian Planning Commission by the Macquarie Point 

Development Corporation as at 4 March 2025. 

Planning Matters Alliance Tasmania 

PMAT is a not-for-profit Incorporated Association governed by a skills-based, volunteer Board. PMAT 

has almost 80 alliance community member groups from across Tasmania who are united in wanting 

Tasmania to be a global leader in planning excellence. PMAT continues to grow as an organisation. 

We first formed in 2016, over concerns of the rules within the Tasmanian Planning Scheme. Since 

then we have broaden our advocacy across many areas of Tasmania’s planning ‘ecosystem’ within 

the constraints of our founding platform document as seen here. Our platform forms the basis of 

our Association of our member groups, and sets out the principles we would like to see underpin 

Tasmania’s planning system.  

PMAT works to achieve best practice planning and a healthy democracy that incorporates the 

following values: 

• Embrace and respect all Tasmanians. 

• Enhance community well-being, health and prosperity. 

• Enhance the liveability of cities, towns and rural areas. 

• Nourish and care for Tasmania’s outstanding natural values. 

• Recognise and enrich our cultural heritage. 

• Integrate good design principles. 

http://www.planningmatterstas.org.au/
https://www.planning.tas.gov.au/assessments-and-hearings/current-assessments-and-hearings/macquarie-point-multipurpose-stadium-integrated-assessment/macquarie-point-multipurpose-stadium-representation-form
https://www.planningmatterstas.org.au/
https://www.planning.tas.gov.au/news/2025/have-your-say-on-the-macquarie-point-multipurpose-stadium-project-of-state-significance-draft-integrated-assessment-report
https://www.planning.tas.gov.au/news/2025/have-your-say-on-the-macquarie-point-multipurpose-stadium-project-of-state-significance-draft-integrated-assessment-report
https://planningmatterstas.org.au/about/alliance-members/
https://planningmatterstas.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/PMAT-Platform-2018July.pdf
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• Through democratic and transparent processes, deliver sustainable, integrated development 

in harmony with the surrounding environment. 

PMAT’s position on the proposed Macquarie Point Stadium 

PMAT does not have a position on whether a stadium should be built at Macquarie Point. We have 

engaged in this issue due to the ad hoc and chaotic nature of the Tasmanian Government’s approach 

to planning the development of the Macquarie Point site. 

Since the establishment of the Macquarie Point Development Corporation back in 2012, due to State 

Government interference in various planning processes, the site remains undeveloped, even though 

some developments had started work. 

The below provides an overview, together with Appendix 1 (pages 11 to 16), which demonstrates 

the ad hoc and blatant disregard by the Tasmanian Government of sound strategic planning.  

Overview - Macquarie Point Re-Development planning timeline 

Macquarie Point Development Corporation 

As outlined in Appendix 1 – Macquarie Point Re-Development Planning Timeline (pages 11 to 16), the 

urban renewal of Macquarie Point began with the creation of the Macquarie Point Development 

Corporation in 2012 which was established under the Macquarie Point Development Corporation Act 

2012.  

In the 13 years since the Corporation was established it has achieved two key outcomes remediation 

of the site and an agreed Masterplan. The Masterplan is also reflected in the Sullivans Cove Planning 

Scheme 1997.  

Macquarie Point Reset Masterplan 2017-2030 

The broadly supported Macquarie Point Reset Masterplan 2017-2030, developed by the Macquarie 

Point Development Corporation, and agreed by key stakeholders including the Tasmanian 

Government, the Hobart City Council, the Tasmanian Planning Commission and the Tasmanian 

community, was disregarded by the State Government in 2022. The Masterplan for Macquarie Point 

was developed, agreed and legislated, following a strategic planning process. Without any public 

consultation the State Government announced it would construct a stadium on Macquarie Point 

instead of implementing the Macquarie Point Reset Masterplan 2017-2030. This was very 

disappointing as good strategic planning has at its core, meaningful public consultation. Strategic 

planning also requires consideration of all options and alternatives, filtered through the needs of all 

stakeholders, and community, and the costs and benefits which might be delivered. Strategic 

planning is also enshrined in the Mac Point Development Corporation Act 2012 which has as its 

principal objective under 6. Principal objectives of Corporation (iv) is redeveloped in accordance with 

http://www.planningmatterstas.org.au/
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2012-050
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2012-050
https://www.hobartcity.com.au/files/assets/public/v/6/development/planning-schemes/sullivans-cove-planning-scheme-1997-10-may-2023.pdf
https://www.hobartcity.com.au/files/assets/public/v/6/development/planning-schemes/sullivans-cove-planning-scheme-1997-10-may-2023.pdf
https://www.planning.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/705997/Applied-adopted-or-incorporated-document-Macquarie-Point-Reset-Masterplan-2017-2030.PDF
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2012-050#GS6@EN
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sound planning, urban design and environmental principles. The principal objectives of the 

Corporation also include (i) is redeveloped as a vibrant and active area, with a mix of uses, that 

connects with and complements adjacent areas within Hobart (iic) provides for public open space, 

(iii) is redeveloped so as to deliver sustainable social and economic benefits to Hobart. 

It is worth noting that Macquarie Point Reset Masterplan 2017-2030 was designed to underpin the 

planning scheme framework of the Sullivans Cove Planning Scheme 1997 whereas a stadium is a 

prohibited use under the local planning scheme. 

The stadium declared a Project of State Significance (POSS) 

Then in 2023, the Tasmanian Government declared the stadium proposal on Macquarie Point to be a 

Project of State Significance (POSS) to be assessed under the State Policies and Projects Act 1993. 

This process is managed by the Tasmanian Planning Commission.  

Once declared as a Project of State Significance (POSS), it is assessed by a panel established by the 

Tasmanian Planning Commission. Referrals are also made to relevant local councils and State 

Government agencies and authorities who will provide expert advice to the Tasmanian Planning 

Commission for the assessment. 

As per the State Planning Office here The assessment undertaken by the Commission is a very robust 

and fully integrated assessment, meaning that detailed consideration is made on all environmental, 

social, economic and community issues relevant to that project. The requirements of the planning 

scheme or any other Act do not apply to a POSS, enabling a fully integrated assessment of all 

relevant issues to be undertaken. 

The Tasmanian Planning Commission makes guidelines for the assessment, which the proponent 

must address in the reports they provide.  The Tasmanian Planning Commission may invite public 

comment on draft guidelines which is what happened with the Macquarie Point Multipurpose 

Stadium Project. The guidelines were finalised, after public consultation, in February 2024. The 

proponent then submitted reports in September 2024 outlined by the guidelines. The Tasmanian 

Planning Commission then requested additional reports in November 2024 before preparing their 

draft integrated assessment report. The Macquarie Point Multipurpose Stadium Draft Integrated 

Assessment Report was then released for public comment between the 31 March to 8 May 2025. It is 

noted that the Macquarie Point Development Corporation failed to provide all the information as 

requested by the Tasmanian Planning Commission. 

Tasmanian Government announces it will seek advice to remove the stadium as Project of State Significance 

(POSS) and have it approved by special fast-track enabling legislation in the Tasmanian Parliament 

But on the April 13 2025, and during the public consultation period on the Macquarie Point 

Multipurpose Stadium Draft Integrated Assessment Report, and before the Tasmanian Planning 

http://www.planningmatterstas.org.au/
https://www.stateplanning.tas.gov.au/planning-system/development/projects-of-state-significance
https://www.planning.tas.gov.au/news/2025/have-your-say-on-the-macquarie-point-multipurpose-stadium-project-of-state-significance-draft-integrated-assessment-report
https://www.planning.tas.gov.au/news/2025/have-your-say-on-the-macquarie-point-multipurpose-stadium-project-of-state-significance-draft-integrated-assessment-report
https://www.planning.tas.gov.au/news/2025/have-your-say-on-the-macquarie-point-multipurpose-stadium-project-of-state-significance-draft-integrated-assessment-report
https://www.planning.tas.gov.au/news/2025/have-your-say-on-the-macquarie-point-multipurpose-stadium-project-of-state-significance-draft-integrated-assessment-report
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Commission had finished its assessment, the Tasmanian Government announced it was seeking 

advice to remove the Stadium from the Project of State Significance (POSS) process and have it 

approved by introducing special fast-track enabling legislation in the Tasmanian Parliament.  

The enabling legislation will apparently be open for public comment in May 2025. But we fear that 

the Tasmanian Government will table the draft legislation and put it out for public comment at the 

same time creating even more confusion in the community.  

Premier issued an ultimatum to the Legislative Council 

Then on the 7 May 2025, as reported by Pulse Tasmania, the Premier issued an ultimatum to the 

upper house members that unless enabling legislation for the Macquarie Point stadium passes, the 

State’s AFL team bid will collapse. Every MP will get a vote on whether the stadium will go ahead. Yes 

or No. If the vote is no, it is all over the Premier said. There will be no ongoing Project of State 

Significance (POSS). There will be no stadium. There will be no team. 

Making ultimatums is not only insulting, especially to the Tasmanian Parliament, it is also a flawed 

way to conduct robust strategic and transparent planning. 

Please see below and attached in more detail, PMAT’s key concerns and recommendations.  

PMAT’s Key Concerns 

1. The Tasmanian Government’s approach since September 2022 to planning the development of 

the Macquarie Point site has been ad hoc and chaotic with a blatant disregard for sound 

strategic and transparent planning for the following reasons:  

• Top-down decision making with no public comment/community input sought on Macquarie 

Point as the stadium site. 

• Abandoning the broadly supported Macquarie Point Reset Masterplan 2017-2030. 

• Pursuing a prohibited use under the planning system. 

• Announcing their intention to abandon the Projects of State Significance assessment 

process, including part-way through the public consultation process, and potentially replace 

it with special fast-track legislation to approve the Macquarie Point Stadium with a vote in 

the Tasmanian Parliament. 

• Unresolved planning and environmental problems. The Macquarie Point Multipurpose 

Stadium Draft Integrated Assessment Report shows numerous unresolved planning and 

environment problems that need further information and assessment, such as transport to 

the stadium and movement of people around the stadium site, visual impact, cultural 

impacts, particularly on the Cenotaph, and removal of contaminated materials from the site. 

http://www.planningmatterstas.org.au/
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• If the stadium is approved by the Parliament, who will complete the assessment of the 

stadium on the Macquarie Point site? Who will generate the stadium development permit 

and permit conditions? Who will administer the permit? 

PMAT’s Key Recommendations 

1. Allow completion or the current Project of State Significance process. The assessment 

undertaken by the Tasmanian Planning Commission is a very robust and fully integrated 

assessment, meaning that detailed consideration is made on all environmental, social, 

economic and community issues relevant to the project. 

2. Avoid legislating to approve the Macquarie Point Stadium. 

3. If the enabling legislation is unsuccessful, the Tasmanian Planning Commission must be 

allowed to complete their stadium assessment as a Project of State Significance. This will 

help ensure the Legislative Council can deliberate freely on the enabling legislation. 

PMAT welcomes any opportunity to speak to our representation further at Tasmanian Planning 

Commission public hearings expected to be held between 30 June and 25 July 2025. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sophie 

Sophie Underwood 

State Director – Planning Matters Alliance Tasmania 

E: sophie_underwood@hotmail.com 

M: 0407501999 

www.planningmatterstas.org.au 

  

http://www.planningmatterstas.org.au/
mailto:sophie_underwood@hotmail.com
http://www.planningmatterstas.org.au/
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PMAT’s Key Concerns 

1. The Tasmanian Government’s approach to planning the development of the 

Macquarie Point site has been ad hoc and chaotic with a blatant disregard for sound 

strategic and transparent planning. 

As outlined in the attached Appendix 1 – Macquarie Point Re-Development Planning Timeline 

(pages 11 to 16), the State Government has consistently demonstrated a blatant disregard for 

sound strategic and transparent planning since September 2022. The State Government has 

been ad hoc and chaotic in its approach to planning the future of Macquarie Point for the 

following reasons: 

Top-down decision making with no public comment/community input sought on Macquarie Point as the 

stadium site 

• No public comment/community input was sought on Macquarie Point as the stadium site, 

contravening Part 1 of the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 to encourage public 

involvement in resource management and planning. 

• No public comment was sought on Macquarie Point as the stadium site, contravening the 

State Government’s own Public Submissions Policy Guidelines which states The Tasmanian 

Government is committed to ensuring that public consultation processes are open and 

transparent and that departments apply a consistent approach to the publication of 

submissions. This commitment reflects community expectations for having access to 

information that informs Government decision-making on major policy matters. 

Abandoning the broadly supported Macquarie Point Reset Masterplan 2017-2030 

• The Macquarie Point Reset Masterplan 2017-2030 was agreed in 2016 with key stakeholders 

including Macquarie Point Development Corporation, Hobart City Council, the Tasmanian 

Planning Commission and the Tasmanian community. The Masterplan was designed to 

underpin the planning scheme framework of the Sullivans Cove Planning Scheme 1997. The 

Tasmanian Government’s 2023 announcement that a Stadium would be constructed on 

Macquarie Point under an agreement with the AFL ignored all the previous work and 

occurred largely in secret with no community input. 

Pursuing a prohibited use under the planning system 

• The construction of a stadium on Macquarie Point is prohibited under the under the 

Sullivans Cove Planning Scheme 1997.  

• Hobart is currently governed by two planning schemes - the Hobart Interim Planning Scheme 

2015 and the Sullivans Cove Planning Scheme 1997. 

http://www.planningmatterstas.org.au/
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-070#JS1@EN
https://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/divisions/corporate-and-government-services/government_services/public_submissions_policy
https://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0033/76686/Publication_of_public_submissions_-_Policy_and_guidelines_-_FINAL.PDF
https://www.planning.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/705997/Applied-adopted-or-incorporated-document-Macquarie-Point-Reset-Masterplan-2017-2030.PDF
https://www.hobartcity.com.au/files/assets/public/v/6/development/planning-schemes/sullivans-cove-planning-scheme-1997-10-may-2023.pdf
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• The Sullivans Cove Planning Scheme 1997 covers the area surrounding the Hobart 

waterfront, including Princes Wharf, Macquarie Wharf, Franklin Wharf, the cenotaph, the 

railyards, Wapping and Salamanca. 

• These planning schemes set out policies and requirements for the use, development, 

protection and conservation of land within the Hobart municipality. 

Announcing their intention to abandon the Projects of State Significance assessment process, including 

part-way through the public consultation process, and potentially replace it with special fast-track 

legislation to approve the Macquarie Point Stadium 

• In 2023, the Macquarie Point Multipurpose Stadium Project was declared a Project of State 

Significance to be assessed by the Tasmanian Planning Commission. This process takes an 

integrated assessment approach helping to ensure comprehensive consideration of all the 

planning issues of such a large project. On the 13 April 2025, less than two years later, the 

Premier announced the Stadium would be removed from the Projects of State Significance 

assessment process. Instead, the State Government announced its intention to introduce 

fact-tracked special legislation to approve the stadium on Macquarie Point. 

• Concerns were also raised by the Planning Institute of Australia (PIA) Tasmania, over the 

Premier’s consideration of special legislation to approve the stadium on Macquarie Point. 

PIA is the peak body representing planning and the urban and regional planning profession. 

See PIA’s media release here and listen to the ABC radio interview here. PIA stated: 

: The current legislative interventions for special projects risks a two speed planning system: 

one for those with political contacts and another for those of us without. 

: Our planning system needs proper resources and regular updates to provide clarity and 

fairness across Tasmania. The current approach, relying on one-off legislative interventions, 

only reinforces PIA's view of under-investment in the planning system and undermines 

confidence in planning decisions.  

: One-off legislated projects set a concerning precedent for decision making that is 

inconsistent with the Government's own guide to Good Governance for land-use planning. 

: The Stadium is clearly a contentious project within the community. The POSS process being 

administered by the Commission will provide a degree of independent expert review and 

social license that special legislation cannot. 

: PIA Tasmania urges Parliament to allow completion or the current POSS process. 

Unresolved planning and environmental problems 

• The Tasmanian Planning Commission Macquarie Point Multipurpose Stadium Draft 

Integrated Assessment Report shows numerous unresolved planning and environment 

problems that need further information and assessment, such as transport to the stadium 

http://www.planningmatterstas.org.au/
https://www.premier.tas.gov.au/latest-news/2025/april/next-steps-for-the-macquarie-point-precinct
https://www.planning.org.au/pia/news-resources/articles/latest-updates/tas/pia%20tasmania%20calls%20for%20integrity%20in%20planning%20process%20amidst%20stadium%20legislation%20concerns.aspx?name=pia+tasmania+calls+for+integrity+in+planning+process+amidst+stadium+legislation+concerns
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/hobart-mornings/mick-purves-planning-stadium/105201314
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and movement of people around the stadium site, visual impact, cultural impacts, 

particularly on the Cenotaph, and removal of contaminated materials from the site. The 

Tasmanian Planning Commission should be left to assess these and other issues and make 

independent recommendations to the State Government. 

How will the Tasmanian Parliament deal with these types of unresolved issues? 

For example, as highlighted by the Environment Protection Authority’s submission here, a 

three level carpark was added to the stadium design in approximately July/August 2024. This 

means that the development proposal was changed significantly after the stadium 

assessment guidelines were finalised in February 2024. 

This means for example that the impacts of the three story carpark into unknown geology on 

contaminated land with contaminated groundwater has not been assessed.  

  

http://www.planningmatterstas.org.au/
https://www.planning.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/790326/Submission-Environment-Protection-Authority-24-October-2024.PDF


 
#PlanningMatters 

www.planningmatterstas.org.au 

9 

 

PMAT’s Key Recommendations 

1. Allow completion or the current Projects of State Significance assessment. 

PMAT urges the State Government to stay with the legislated assessment process as outlined 

under State Policies and Projects Act 1993 rather than legislating to approve a stadium on 

Macquarie Point before the Tasmanian Planning Commission’s assessment is complete. 

The assessment undertaken by the Tasmanian Planning Commission is a very robust and fully 

integrated assessment, meaning that detailed consideration is made on all environmental, 

social, economic and community issues relevant to that project.  

The assessment undertaken by the Tasmanian Planning Commission is also comprehensive with 

regards to public participation, which is a core component of sound strategic planning.  

Once the assessment is complete, the Tasmanian Planning Commission sends the report, with its 

recommendations, to the Premier. This report is made publicly available. 

As the proponent is either the Crown, or a government agency or entity this is the process, then 

the process for making the final decision on the stadium is as follows:  

If the Premier accepts the Tasmanian Planning Commission report, they may recommend to the 

Governor that an order determining the project is made in accordance with the Tasmanian 

Planning Commission report. The order is returned to Parliament in the next available sitting 

period. It must be approved by resolution of both Houses of Parliament before it takes effect. 

Parliament will consider the Commission’s report but is not bound by it. 

If changes are made to the Tasmanian Planning Commission’s report and recommendations 

(regardless of who the proponent/s is/are), they may recommend to the Governor that an order 

be made for the project to proceed on differing or additional conditions. Where the Governor 

makes such an order, it is of no effect until it has been approved by resolution of both Houses of 

Parliament. 

Previous approved and rejected Projects of State Significance which demonstrate the Projects of 

State Significance process has delivered in the past include:  

• Lauderdale Quay (refused 2010). Proposal to develop a mixed-use waterfront housing and 

marina development within Ralphs Bay.  

• Gunns Pulp Mill Proposal (subject to separate legislation but not progressed). Proposal to 

develop and operate a bleached kraft pulp mill at Bell Bay.  

• Basslink (approved in 2002). Proposal for an electricity interconnector between Tasmania 

and Victoria.  

http://www.planningmatterstas.org.au/
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• Oceanport Hobart (refused in 1999). Proposal to develop and operate an international cruise 

liner complex at Prince Wharf, Hobart.  

• Taiwan Pulp and Paper Corporation (approved in 1996 but not progressed). Proposal to 

construct and operate a bleached eucalypt kraft pulp mill in northern Tasmania. 

You can read more about What is a Project of State Significance (POSS)? here on the Tasmanian 

Planning Commission website. 

2. Avoid legislating to approve the Macquarie Point Stadium. 

PMAT urges the State Government to stay with the legislated assessment process as outlined 

under State Policies and Projects Act 1993 rather than legislating to approve the stadium on 

Macquarie Point.  

If the Tasmanian Planning Commission cannot complete its assessment and make its 

recommendations report, then it will be left to the State Government to assess the 

development.  

How do we know the State Government will do a robust, transparent and a fully integrated 

assessment? How will the Tasmanian Parliament ensure that detailed consideration is made on 

all environmental, social, economic and community issues relevant to the project? 

3. The Tasmanian Planning Commission should be left to assess and make recommendations to 

government regarding the unresolved planning and environmental issues as outlined in the 

Macquarie Point Multipurpose Stadium Draft Integrated Assessment Report. 

The Tasmanian Planning Commission’s Macquarie Point Multipurpose Stadium Draft Integrated 

Assessment Report shows numerous unresolved planning and environment problems that need 

further information and assessment, such as transport to the stadium and movement of people 

around the stadium site, visual impact, cultural impacts, in particular on the Cenotaph, and 

removal of contaminated materials from the site. The Tasmanian Planning Commission should 

be left to assess these and other issues and make independent recommendations to the 

Government. The Tasmanian Government cannot assess its own project. 

  

http://www.planningmatterstas.org.au/
https://www.stateplanning.tas.gov.au/planning-system/development/projects-of-state-significance
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Appendix 1 – Macquarie Point Re-Development Planning Timeline 

Macquarie Point covers 9.3 hectares of public land on Hobart’s historic and culturally significant 

foreshore and is of strategic importance to the future of both Hobart and Tasmania. The site 

presents a once in a generation opportunity for urban renewal which has the potential to bringing 

new vibrancy to our city and State. 

2012 - Creation of Macquarie Point Development Corporation 

In recognition of the strategic importance of the Macquarie Point site the Macquarie Point 

Development Corporation was created in 2012.  

In 2013, Infrastructure Australia allocated $45 million to the Macquarie Point Development 

Corporation to support the redevelopment of the site and to help ensure it could meet its strategic 

objectives. 

2016 – Creation of The Macquarie Point Reset Masterplan 2017-2030 

The Macquarie Point Reset Masterplan 2017-2030 was agreed with key stakeholders including the 

State Government, Macquarie Point Development Corporation, Hobart City Council, the Tasmanian 

Planning Commission and the Tasmanian community. 

The Macquarie Point Reset Masterplan 2017-2030 is made up of seven precincts designed to 

underpin the planning scheme framework of the Sullivans Cove Planning Scheme 1997 and include a 

range of mixed use, arts and institutional developments. 

The Masterplan underpinned a human-scale development putting front and centre the arts, culture, 

science and tourism.  

Under the Masterplan, the then-Tasmanian Government stated it wanted to see the area developed 

to include public space, exhibition space, commercial space, cultural space, conference facilities, 

accommodation, tourism infrastructure, as well as facilities to support Tasmania’s status as 

Australia’s Antarctic gateway. 

The Masterplan’s vision secured community support, including for a proposed Truth and 

Reconciliation Art Park to be led through consultation (already underway at the time) with the 

Tasmanian Aboriginal community. 

June 2022 – Premier: Moving Mac Point to full development stage 

The Premier announced 85 per cent of Macquarie Point was fully remediated and the Macquarie 

Point Development Corporation had commenced laying the foundations for the full development of 

the site. It is noted that, unlike the proposed stadium The Macquarie Point Reset Masterplan 2017-

2030 did not involve substantial excavation of the site. 

http://www.planningmatterstas.org.au/
https://www.macpoint.com/
https://www.macpoint.com/
https://www.planning.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/705997/Applied-adopted-or-incorporated-document-Macquarie-Point-Reset-Masterplan-2017-2030.PDF
https://www.planning.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/705997/Applied-adopted-or-incorporated-document-Macquarie-Point-Reset-Masterplan-2017-2030.PDF
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By this time the first land release for The Escarpment had been to the market (with Milieu Property 

awarded the first land release), and the planning and approvals for The District which comprises 

three areas, The Gateway, The Promenade and The Underground, were all ready to go to market. 

The Premier stated The development is estimated to be worth $1 billion and will support almost 

10,000 jobs during construction alone. See here.  

18 September 2022 - The Macquarie Point Reset Masterplan 2017-2030 abandoned with the 

announcement of the Macquarie Point stadium 

With no community consultation or input and despite years of Master planning by the Macquarie 

Point Development Corporation, the Tasmanian Government announced Macquarie Point as the site 

for the new stadium. See ABC story here. The construction of a stadium is prohibited on Macquarie 

Point under the Sullivans Cove Planning Scheme 1997.  

22 November 2022 - PMAT hosted first public meeting regarding Macquarie Point’s future 

PMAT hosted Mac Point’s Future Public Meeting, in November 2022 at the Hobart Town Hall. The 

meeting was held in response to the State Government effectively pulling out of the Masterplan 

process and making a captains call on the future of Macquarie Point. The aim of the meeting was to 

generate community discussion about how best to revitalise Macquarie Point to maximise the 

enormous economic, social, cultural and environmental benefits, that could bring new vibrancy to 

Hobart city and Tasmania. 

3 May 2023 - Tasmanian Club Funding and Development Agreement signed 

On 3 May 2023, the Tasmanian Government signed a Club Funding and Development Agreement 

with the Australian Football League for the establishment of a Tasmanian-based AFL and AFLW Club. 

See here. It includes a timeline for construction of the Macquarie Point Stadium, with construction 

commencing in 2025 and completion by 2029. 

The proposed stadium is part of the agreement between the Tasmanian State Government and the 

Australian Football League to establish an AFL team for the state.  

16 October 2023 – Macquarie Point Multipurpose Stadium Project declared a Project of State 

Significance (POSS) 

A Ministerial Direction from the Premier dated 16 October 2023 directed the Tasmanian Planning 

Commission to undertake an integrated assessment of the Macquarie Point Multipurpose Stadium 

Project as a Project of State Significance in accordance with the State Policies and Projects Act 1993. 

http://www.planningmatterstas.org.au/
https://milieuproperty.com.au/
https://www.premier.tas.gov.au/site_resources_2015/additional_releases/moving_mac_point_to_full_development_stage/moving_mac_point_to_full_development_stage
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-09-18/macquarie-point-hobart-afl-site-tasmanian-government/101452506
https://planningmatterstas.org.au/mac-points-future-public-meeting/
https://www.stategrowth.tas.gov.au/news/archived_news/tasmanian_club_funding_and_development_agreement
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This empowers the state Parliament to make the final decision on the stadium, rather than Hobart 

City Council, with the Tasmanian Planning Commission required to undertake an integrated 

assessment of the project. 

16 February 2024 – The Tasmanian Planning Commission determined the Project of State 

Significance (POSS) Guidelines i.e. the Macquarie Point Multipurpose Stadium Guidelines 

The Premier directed the Tasmanian Planning Commission to prepare guidelines as the first stage of 

an integrated assessment of this project. The draft guidelines were put out for public comment 

between 4 December 2023 and 8 January 2024. See overview of the process for developing the 

guidelines here.  

The panel published the finalised guidelines on 16 February 2024 for the Macquarie Point 

Multipurpose Stadium project after considering all public comments. 

The guidelines set out what is to be followed in the preparation of the Macquarie Point 

Development Corporation’s reports.  

July/August 2024 – Macquarie Point Multipurpose Stadium Project design is changed with an 

addition of a three-level underground carpark.  

Three-level underground carpark added to the stadium design thus changing the development 

proposal to the one originally lodged with the Tasmanian Planning Commission by the Macquarie 

Point Development Corporation. 

17 September 2024 – Macquarie Point Development Corporation reports addressing Project of 

State Significance (POSS) Guidelines submitted 

In September 2024, the Macquarie Point Development Corporation submitted its development 

application for the stadium precinct to the Tasmanian Planning Commission with its reports 

addressing the guidelines.  

November 2024 - Tasmanian Planning Commission requested Macquarie Point Development 

Corporation for more information 

In November 2024 the Tasmanian Planning Commission requested substantial additions to the 

information provided by Macquarie Point Development Corporation on the project.  

3 January 2025 - Gruen report released 

The Independent review of the Macquarie Point Stadium released. The Report, commissioned by the 

Tasmanian Government from economist Nicholas Gruen, found the overall cost of the stadium to be 

approximately $1.1 billion.  

http://www.planningmatterstas.org.au/
https://www.planning.tas.gov.au/assessments-and-hearings/current-assessments-and-hearings/macquarie-point-multipurpose-stadium-guidelines
https://live-production.wcms.abc-cdn.net.au/fb51a2fbb43c25fd865faf3e275b6882
https://www.premier.tas.gov.au/latest-news/2025/january/gruen-report-released
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The Report concluded that Cost blowouts and unacknowledged costs mean that it is already clear 

that the Government’s undertaking to build the stadium without borrowing more than $375 million 

cannot be responsibly met.  

Gruen estimated the true cost to Tasmanian taxpayers was $785 million, with the remainder of the 

funds coming from the Commonwealth, the AFL and other sales. 

17 February 2025 – Macquarie Point Development Corporation provides additional information 

The Macquarie Point Development Corporation provided the Tasmanian Planning Commission with 

requested additional information. 

31 March to 8 May 2025 – Public comment invited on the Tasmanian Planning Commission’s 

Assessment Report 

Public comment was invited between the 31 March to 8 May 2025 on the Macquarie Point 

Multipurpose Stadium Draft Integrated Assessment Report. 

The Assessment report covers key considerations: Economic effects; Social and community issues; 

Urban form planning; Historic culture heritage and community values; Aboriginal heritage; Use and 

activity; Transport and movement; Environmental effects (e.g. contamination issues); Construction 

program and sequencing; and Ministerial Direction Matters.  

13 April 2025 - The Tasmanian Government announced it will introduce enabling legislation to 

Parliament to progress approvals for the Macquarie Point Urban Renewal Project, bypassing the 

Project of State Significance process 

On the 13 April 2025, at the same time the stadium was being assessed by the Tasmanian Planning 

Commission, the Premier announced that The Tasmanian Government will introduce enabling 

legislation to Parliament to progress approvals for the Macquarie Point Urban Renewal Project. 

This means the State Government intends to bypass its own planning legislation by introducing 

special fast-track enabling legislation and have the stadium approved by Parliament before it has 

even been properly assessed. This is a deeply concerning abuse of power and sets a very bad 

precedent for how planning is done in Tasmania. 

This decision by the Tasmanian Government to bypass its own rules, could have been made due to 

concerns the Project of State Significance (POSS) process findings might impact on the project's 

timeline and certainty. 

http://www.planningmatterstas.org.au/
https://www.planning.tas.gov.au/news/2025/have-your-say-on-the-macquarie-point-multipurpose-stadium-project-of-state-significance-draft-integrated-assessment-report
https://www.planning.tas.gov.au/news/2025/have-your-say-on-the-macquarie-point-multipurpose-stadium-project-of-state-significance-draft-integrated-assessment-report
https://www.premier.tas.gov.au/latest-news/2025/april/next-steps-for-the-macquarie-point-precinct
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The ABC News report here stated that public consultation on the enabling legislation will open in 

May 2025, with the Premier optimistic construction could begin by Christmas 2025.  

We fear that the Tasmanian Government will table the draft legislation and put it out for public 

comment at the same time, adding further confusion to an already highly complex and confused 

process.  

5 May 2025 - ‘design and construct’ procurement methodology announced, abandoning plans for 

private investment 

The Tasmanian Government announced it will fast-track the delivery of the Macquarie Point 

Multipurpose Stadium by implementing a ‘design and construct’ procurement methodology. A 

procurement process for the stadium will commence following the passage of enabling legislation 

through Parliament. See here.  

As reported by ABC News here, this means The Tasmanian government will shift away from its plan 

to seek private investment to help fund the proposed Macquarie Point stadium, opting to fund the 

construction through existing funding and extra borrowings. The government plans to sell off the 

broader Macquarie Point precinct to pay for the loan, which is expected to be in the hundreds of 

millions. 

7 May 2025 – Premier makes ultimatum to the Legislative Council on stadium vote 

As reported by Pulse Tasmania, the Premier issued an ultimatum to the upper house members that 

unless enabling legislation for the Macquarie Point stadium passes, the State’s AFL team bid will 

collapse. 

The Premier stated that Every MP will get a vote on whether the stadium will go ahead. Yes or No. If 

the vote is no, it is all over. There will be no ongoing POSS. There will be no stadium. There will be no 

team. 

Making ultimatums is not a sound way to conduct robust strategic planning. The Premier’s stadium 

ultimatum was later described as ‘intimidation’ by a member of the Legislative Council.  

8 May 2025 – Public comment closed on the Tasmanian Planning Commission’s Integrated 

Assessment Report 

On the 8 May 2025, public comment closed on the Macquarie Point Multipurpose Stadium Draft 

Integrated Assessment Report. 

http://www.planningmatterstas.org.au/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-04-13/tas-sun-govt-to-bypass-afl-stadium-poss-with-fast-tracked-legisl/105170790
https://www.premier.tas.gov.au/latest-news/2025/may/next-step-in-delivery-model-for-the-mac-point-precinct
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-05-05/tasmanian-government-to-go-it-alone-on-afl-stadium-funding/105245978
https://pulsetasmania.com.au/
https://pulsetasmania.com.au/news/premiers-stadium-ultimatum-described-as-intimidation-by-mlc
https://www.planning.tas.gov.au/news/2025/have-your-say-on-the-macquarie-point-multipurpose-stadium-project-of-state-significance-draft-integrated-assessment-report
https://www.planning.tas.gov.au/news/2025/have-your-say-on-the-macquarie-point-multipurpose-stadium-project-of-state-significance-draft-integrated-assessment-report


 
#PlanningMatters 

www.planningmatterstas.org.au 

16 

 

The Tasmanian public are likely to be deterred from making submissions to the Tasmanian Planning 

Commission on the Macquarie Point Multipurpose Stadium Draft Integrated Assessment Report due 

to the State Governments intention to introduce enabling legislation into the Tasmanian Parliament.  

The enabling legislation is intended to remove the Macquarie Point Multipurpose Stadium Project 

from the Projects of State Significance assessment process. It is likely that potential of the stadium 

being removed from the Projects of State Significance assessment process will discourage the 

community from making a submission especially as the Government intends to establish a yet 

unknown assessment an approval process for the stadium. The State Government has said that 

submissions on the Macquarie Point Multipurpose Stadium Draft Integrated Assessment Report will 

be taken into account, however it is not stated what the assessment process will be and how public 

submissions will be considered. 

30 June and 25 July 2025 – Tasmanian Planning Commission hearings re Macquarie Point 

Multipurpose Stadium Draft Integrated Assessment Report 

The Tasmanian Planning Commission is expected to hold public hearings between 30 June and 25 

July 2025. 

http://www.planningmatterstas.org.au/
https://www.planning.tas.gov.au/news/2025/have-your-say-on-the-macquarie-point-multipurpose-stadium-project-of-state-significance-draft-integrated-assessment-report
https://www.planning.tas.gov.au/news/2025/have-your-say-on-the-macquarie-point-multipurpose-stadium-project-of-state-significance-draft-integrated-assessment-report
https://www.planning.tas.gov.au/news/2025/have-your-say-on-the-macquarie-point-multipurpose-stadium-project-of-state-significance-draft-integrated-assessment-report

