
2025 Annual General Meeting Reports from Alliance Members

Freycinet Action Network (FAN) - Sophie Underwood

FAN has mobilised against the Freycinet Visitor Gateway - a large carpark intended for 
350 vehicles and more, at the entrance to Coles Bay to help facilitate the doubling of 
visitors to Freycinet. The proposed car park would not only be an eyesore for the area 
but is also intended to be built on a biodiversity hotspot.

FAN has organised a public open day in the coming weeks to raise awareness of the 
issue and advocate for the use the area adjacent to the existing visitor centre as an 
alternative site. A large number of botanists and scientists will be attending to support 
FAN.

The government is potentially changing the planning scheme to remove appeal rights 
on reserve land which might have direct implications for the proposed Gateway issue. 

East Coast Alliance Inc. (ECA) – Jennie Churchill

The East Coast Alliance Inc. (ECA) was formed after the then-Glamorgan Spring 
Bay Council approved the Cambria Green proposed rezoning of 3,100 hectares near 
Swansea in April 2018. The ECA facilitated over 600 submissions to Council, all but 
12 were opposed to the development. Five and a half years later, the Tasmanian 
Planning Commission comprehensively rejected the proposed rezoning. This meant 
the proponent, Cambria Agriculture and Tourism Pty Ltd, had to wait 2 years before 
submitting a revised planning amendment - that time is up in October 2025, and the 
ECA is waiting to see if Cambria Green returns with a new proposal. The past year 
has been quiet due to the lack of active campaigning, but ECA wrote to the Heritage 
Council Tasmania regarding its concerns about the state of disrepair of the historic 
Cambria Homestead. ECA acknowledged two PMAT Alliance groups – the Australian 
Garden History Society (Tasmania branch) and Cultural Heritage Practitioners 
Tasmania - for providing excellent letters in support. The Heritage Council confirmed 
there had been several visits to the homestead with the owners directed to undertake 
some repair works.

Tasmanian Conservation Trust (TCT) – Peter McGlone

TCT have recently appointed two new climate campaigners who will be focused on 
campaigning to reduce carbon emissions. We will continue our work on planning and 
may have more capacity in this regard. 

It has been a challenging and rewarding year with much work done in collaboration 
with PMAT on the Coastal Validations Policy, DAPS and the Coastal Policy. There has 
been a lot of support and attention on this work.

The following annual activity reports were presented by attendees at the PMAT 
Annual General Meeting, held on 20 September 2025.
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The Government has currently dropped its legislation for DAPS on reserve land but we 
fear they may seek to do what they wanted through other means.  Our new planning 
minister is Kerry Vincent who will be more conscientious about working for the outcome 
the Government want without being so contentious.

Blackmans Bay Community Association Inc (BBCA) – Peter & Kate Tenni

October 2024: Meeting open to all members of BBCA to outline purpose and aims of 
PMAT and inform members of the reasons for BBCA Alliance membership.
October-November 2024: Preparation of submission to Kingborough Draft Local 
Provisions Schedule.
December 2024: Submission 273 to Kingborough Draft Local Provisions Schedule.
March 2025: “Scrap the DAP” public meeting for all people in the Blackmans Bay 
Community.
September 2025: Representation at Tasmanian Planning Commission hearing to speak 
to BBCA submission 273.

Hobart Not Highrise (HNH) – Austra Maddox

Hobart not Highrise has a mailing list of 4,000 people currently and between 200 and 
300 respond to submission requests.

The Committee has met on the required 4 occasions this year. Members of the HnH 
Committee have worked with the Tasmanian Planning Information Network [TasPIN] 
and Planning Matters Alliance Tasmania (PMAT) to make submissions on planning 
issues that affect southern Tasmania. We represent community views to local and 
state governments and before the Tasmanian Planning Commission.

Hobart not Highrise made submissions or responses with regard to:
•	 Development Assessment Panels
•	 The Draft Integrated Assessment Report on Macquarie Point Multipurpose Stadium
•	 Improving Residential Standards
•	 The STRLUS Urban Growth Boundary Update: Consultation Paper 
•	 The Central Hobart Plan
•	 The draft Hobart Design Guidelines 

		
Hobart not Highrise formed in response to proposed developments that would destroy 
the essential liveability of our city.

The Local Provisions Schedule for Hobart is with the Tasmanian Planning Commission 
and includes the Woolley recommended viewlines as a guide to future development. 
The Central Hobart Precinct Plan endorses height restrictions in the 5 identified zones.

Recent applications like the Spotlight proposal have obviously used these documents, 
unfortunately, the Stadium proposal has not and as the Tasmanian Planning 
Commission acknowledged fails to satisfy planning criteria.

The initial goals of Hobart not Highrise have essentially been met but planning issues 
remain including: 
•	 Medium Density developments in the city and suburbs
•	 Development Assessment Panels
•	 Macquarie Point
•	 Suburban Precinct Plans – Tolmans Hill and North Hobart have been completed
•	 Mobility Plans.



To address these issues we have altered our Constitution to become involved in 
suburban planning. This will involve: 
•	 Strong active, transport corridors 
•	 Promotion of appropriate medium density
•	 Opposing DAPs
•	 Promotion of moving the Suburban Neighbourhood Plans into the legislative 

framework of the State Planning Scheme.

Australian Garden History Society (AGHS) – Janet Whelan

The Australian Garden History Society (AGHS) Tasmania branch has enjoyed a busy 
year undertaking activities consistent with the ethos of the association.

These include garden visits, walks, lectures and excursions. The support and 
enthusiasm of members is reflected in steady, often ‘full house’ bookings and wait lists. 
While interest in colonial gardens remains high, we are steadily encouraging attention 
to pre-colonial landscapes and the role of convict labour in establishing some of our 
finest and oldest gardens.

In a very different excursion, we engaged Allan Townsend, Clarence Heritage officer, to 
take members on a walk in Warrane. This provided a timely demonstration of planning 
and investment by the state government to ease a post-World War 2 housing crisis 
and to build a community consistent with social conditions at that time. 

In relation to AGHS role in advocacy, the Committee continues to consider how the 
voice of a diverse membership can be applied fairly and practically within the branch. 
This is of particular concern when issues such as the proposed AFL stadium are 
contentious and divisive. Members are encouraged to be informed and to express 
concerns through community groups such as Our Place, letter writing and submissions 
to Members of Parliament.

The AGHS committee has been considering the effectiveness of networking and 
forming partnerships in order to find a voice on matters of mutual concern. We look for 
opportunities to talk to groups such as Garden Clubs to share and develop our mutual 
interests. To this end, we value our association with PMAT and have been pleased 
to support East Coast Alliance in its concerns about the future of Cambria estate at 
Swansea and National Trust Tasmania regarding protection of trees at Runnymede, 
Newtown.

A grant to Inala Jurassic garden on Bruny Island is a recent partnership that promotes 
interest in understanding and protecting Tasmanian paleo endemic plants facing 
survival threats and an example also of advocacy for plants and the environment.

South Hobart Sustainability Community (SHSC) – Tim Williams

Tasmanian Planning Scheme
The new Tasmanian Planning Scheme came into effect in the Hobart City Council area 
on Monday 25 August 2025. 
Since late 2021, South Hobart Sustainable Community (SHSC) have partnered with 
South Hobart Progress Association (SHPA), with mentorship from Planning Matters 
Alliance Tasmania (PMAT), to represent community interests in the new State-wide, 
Tasmanian Planning Scheme. After an 18 month delay from the Tasmanian Planning 
Commission (TPC), in July 2024 Mike Cole (SHPA), Ben Clark (SHSC) and Tim Williams 



(SHSC) presented our community’s interests and concerns to the TPC commissioners. 
Despite our requested amendments via two Specific Area Plans, in August 2025 the 
TPC acknowledged the considerable work we had done, but advised our requests were 
not supported. Council has indicated a ‘neighbourhood plan’ would be prepared for 
South Hobart in future, at which point our ideas can be resubmitted, but no timeframe 
for that process has been set. 
Whilst this result was very disappointing, we have applied our key advocacy points to 
the following five submissions: 
National Urban Policy (Draft) 
We advocated for a more urgent response to the impending climate crisis by 
encouraging self- sufficiency within communities, and higher urban design standards. 
Southern Tasmania Regional Land Use Strategy (Discussion Paper) 
We supported the ‘placemaking’ approach and the 70% infill housing target for Greater 
Hobart. We also suggested numerous amendments to the draft to improve biodiversity 
outcomes, social and affordable housing provision and active transport connections. 
Greater Hobart Urban Growth Boundary Extension 
We opposed the extension of the Urban Growth Boundary at the suburban fringes 
and satellite towns for up to 10,000 new allotments. Our response aligned with 
the aforementioned Discussion Paper, which had recommended increased infill 
development to manage growth and change in Southern Tasmania. This would be 
more efficient for infrastructure and transport planning, while protecting our natural 
environment. 
City of Hobart Urban Tree Strategy (Draft) 
We supported the Council’s ambitious target to increase canopy cover within the 
urban area from 16% currently to 40% by 2046, and our group’s future plans align well 
through the ‘Green Mile’ and the Verge Garden (aka ‘On the Verge’) working groups 
(described below). 
City of Hobart Urban Design Guidelines (Draft) 
We supported the Guidelines, which aims to create a positive language for developers, 
community and government to understand what quality design should incorporate. 
We attended two workshops; one specifically for local Community Groups (SHSC 
Facilitator, Ben Clark and I attended) and the other for relevant professionals 
(architects, planners, etc., which I attended). 
Tasmania’s Climate Change Act review 
Led by Ben Clark. Given the climate emergency, we recommended that the Act be 
amended to require the Government to set ambitious individual targets for emissions 
for all sectors (as our current net zero emissions profile is not assured, as it is largely 
due to Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry gains in the past 15 years). We also 
advocated for a deliberative democracy process that engages the Tasmanian 
community (i.e. citizens jury), like the nationally-awarded Hobart Climate Assembly. 
The ‘Green Mile’ 
Led by local architect, Aaron Leeman-Smith. The ‘Green Mile’ is a collaboration between 
South Hobart Sustainable Community and the City of Hobart. It is a community-driven 
addition of greenery, by way of landscaping elements and shade trees, along Cascade 
Road and Macquarie Street. The ‘Green Mile’ concept was borne from a community 
workshop conducted by SHSC which has now begun implementing ‘greening’ projects 
as of June this year, when we planted trees on an area of forgotten grass on the corner 
of Cascade and Mcrobies Roads. 
This is a long-term project seeking to ‘greenify’ this length of arterial road as well 
as make it cooler (by increasing the tree canopy, in support of the Hobart Urban 
Tree Strategy), safer for pedestrians and cyclists as well as improve stormwater 
management by using runoff water in the street gutters to water our newly planted 
areas. 



The Verge Garden group - ‘On the Verge’ 
In a similar vein, a group of our volunteers, led by local horticulturist, Helen Cushing, are 
encouraging local residents to plant out their grass verges, with our help and guidance. 
Both this and the Green Mile projects have had positive publicity with interviews 
on local ABC radio and personal support from Hobart Lord Mayor, Councillor Anna 
Reynolds. 

TasPIN – Anne Harrison

The value of TasPIN is that our members from across Hobart meet face-to-face every 
8 weeks or so to discuss issues affecting Greater Hobart, and we have a wide network 
with expert input.  Submissions include DAPs, UGB, and Residential Standards.  In 
April we wrote to the Premier in support of the Tasmania Planning Commission (TPC) 
about which he had made very dismissive remarks following the Interim Report re the 
Stadium. The Premier wrote back as did the Minister Abetz. 

“Natural Values” it is important that we all define this term. This arose at recent TPC 
hearings re Kingborough LPS, and it’s vitally important that all of us in PMAT can define 
what the term “natural values” means to us.

Howden Progress Association – Barbara Murphy

The Howden Progress Association represents the interest of the around 400 households 
in Howden. Our efforts over the last year have included submissions to State Planning 
to object to the introduction of DAPs and submissions to both the LPS for Kingborough, 
and the 2025-2035 Kingborough Council Strategic Plan. We noted planning and 
adaption strategies are needed to mitigate the impacts to climate change on 
Kingborough residents. 

We have been concerned about the potential effects of the Huntingfield development 
on the water quality of Coffee Creek and have been successful in getting a “Waterbug” 
survey established via Kingborough Council to annually monitor the ecology of the 
creek. In support of the Kingborough Council’s introduction of soft plastic recycling, we 
also introduced a local soft plastics bin for Howden residents which avoided individual 
households travelling to Baretta to recycle this waste.

Launceston Heritage Not High-Rise (LHNH) – Victoria Wilkinson

In the last year LHNH have submitted representations about a proposed Quest Hotel 
near the City Park.  Councillor Susie Cai, a Launceston City Councillor, had to stand 
down from voting on this matter as LHNH has in the past donated to Susie’s appeal 
against the Gorge Hotel. LHNH is uncertain about the legality of this action.

In February LHNH collaborated with the Tasmanian Wilderness Society, Hands Off 
Our Gorge (HOOG) and PMAT to host a DROP THE DAP information public event in 
Launceston.
LHNH put in a submission opposing Development Assessment Panels. There is a need 
for more organised resident groups in the Launceston area.



Residents Opposed to Cable Car (ROCC) – Phil Stigant

ROCC has been relatively inactive over the past year as there is no current cable car 
proposal on the table. Nonetheless (cable car company) MWCC is still in existence 
and pressing the State Government to make legislative changes that would allow their 
proposal or similar to get planning approval. The Government has expressed a desire 
to help them achieve this outcome. The Labor ‘opposition’ appear to be in lock-step. 
We are paying close attention to the various ways in which the Government may seek 
to change the rules.

Some of the threats we see are the same as those to many of our other natural and 
cultural assets:
•	 Removal of Local Government from the Planning Authority role and replacing with 

DAPs and no right of merits appeal.
•	 The dodgy Reserve Activity Assessment process.
•	 Special project legislation (as was used for the Stoney Rise development) to 

override the Planning Scheme.

Other threats may come from;
•	 The State Government ‘strategic’ review “Our Mountains Future”. 
This process, which started last year, has now reported and produced a ‘vision’ 
document which summarises the opinion surveys. There is nothing surprising in this 
and as to be expected, Kunanyi is loved more by people who live closer and spend 
more time there. 

Greater distance and less frequent visitation correlate with a shallower appreciation. 
Road congestion is a major issue. The real test will come later in the year when the 
Government releases its “Action Plan”.

In the meantime, the scheduled review of the Wellington Park Management Plan, 
started in 2023, is on hold whilst the State Government review takes place.

Also, the Wellington Park Management Trust is conducting a business case study to 
explore a funding model for the Park. This may intersect with any change to access 
infrastructure.

Taroona Community Association (TCA) – Jill Hickie

•	 TCA submitted a representation to the Tasmanian Planning Commission on the 
Draft Kingborough Local Provision Schedule. Hearings coming up in October.

•	 TCA also lodged a representation on the development application for 5 Grange 
Avenue (the redevelopment of Marys Grange) by Eroll Stewart.

•	 TCA ran a Scrap the DAPs public meeting and lodged a submission. 
•	 We ran a meet-the-candidates meeting prior to the Legislative Council election in 

Nelson.
•	 We received a $3,000 grant from Kingborough Council to update the Taroona 

website – this has been completed.
•	 We met with the new Kingborough Council CEO and took him on a tour of sites and 

issues of Taroona. 
•	 TCA ran a Taroona Community Expo as a community event where all local Taroona 

groups and schools were invited along for a big day in Taroona Park and Taroona 
Hall. About 800 people attended. Great success.

•	 The usual TCA business is publishing and distributing its quarterly colour 20-page 
newsletter. 



Save Rosny Hill 
Rosny Hill Friends Network (RHFN) - Jo Castilio

While nothing has happened on this site so far, the development permit for a tourist 
complex on top of the hill was renewed in January for a further 2 years, now expiring 
on 11 January 2027. There is scope for a further 2 year extension after this date.  The 
developer holds the permits, which he can sell to anyone who wants to undertake the 
development. Clarence Council and the Tasmania Parks and Wildlife Service each 
advised during the year that work on the terms and conditions for a sub-lease of the 
land was still ‘in progress’.  

Other activities undertaken by RHFN during the year:
•	 Support for the ‘Save the Parks’ group which opposed development of the AFL High 

Performance and Training Centre on Charles Hand Memorial Park and the Rosny 
Parklands (former Golf course).  The success of this campaign was well-received in 
the community.

•	 Submission/response to Clarence Council City Heart Plan. Clarence Council has 
withdrawn plans for housing on Charles Hand Park and is currently working on 
concepts for the partial development of recreation opportunities in the Parklands.

•	 Submission/response to Clarence Natural Areas Strategy Consultation.
•	 Submission to Department of State Growth opposing the creation of ‘Development 

Assessment Panels’.

Seymour Community Action Group Inc. (SCAGI) – Daniel Steiner & Melissa Manton

SCAGI is a community group, bringing together people of all ages, dealing with 
different environmental matters in the Seymour area such as invasive species 
management, trapping of feral cats, native tree planting and wetland management. 
SCAGI collaborate with a range of other stakeholders to effectively address 
conservation and land management practices as well as strengthen community 
connections. 

Climate Action Hobart Report (CAH) – Margaret Taylor

CAH joined PMAT this year because appropriate and effective planning is a key factor 
in limiting the effects of climate change. 
Submissions included 
1.  Consultation on the Southern Tasmanian Regional Land-Use Strategy emphasising: 
•	 Not increasing urban boundaries
•	 Maintaining rural areas for food security
•	 Increasing permeable surfaces within urban areas to reduce urban flood risks and 

costs 
•	 Retaining minimum 25% green space
•	 Increasing blue and green spaces in urban areas to reduce urban heat and make 

our communities more liveable
•	 Protecting clean, fresh water supplies as essential to sustaining life
•	 Encouraging community/neighbourhood gardens to not only produce basic foods 

but also to create communities which will work together in the face of natural 
disaster

•	 Providing for future housing needs through medium density development within 
existing urban boundaries.

2. Revised Land Use Planning and Approvals Amendment (DAP) Bill 2025:
•	 Does not guarantee that decisions would be based on expert advice or that there 



will be a natural hazard management plan
•	 Draft Bill does not provide sufficient constraints on discretion.  
3. Independent Review of the Climate Change Act:
•	 Legislate for the development and implementation of an adaptation plan to 

mitigate the risks identified in the Tasmanian Climate Change Risk Assessment. 
This should include state-wide coordination, community education and adaptation 
measures through town planning, land-use and managed retreat

•	 The Act should require every sector (including Land Use, Land Use Change and 
Forestry - LULUCF) to have annual absolute emissions reduction targets

•	 The key factors influencing Government decisions in setting State, sectoral and/
or interim targets should be the scientific evidence on climate change and the 
effects it is already having on the state. Encouraging tourism developments like 
that involving helicopter flights into the Central Highlands does not meet any of the 
requirements of a low carbon economy.  

CAH supports the Tasmanian Planning Policies which have been through the proposal, 
consultation and rewrite process and await only government approval.  We want 
sound planning for the future that includes understanding and modelling of climate 
risks.  
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