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PMAT Submission Guide - Draft LUPA Amendment (Development Assessment
Panels) Bill 2025

This submission guide was created for the Tasmanian community to comment on the Draft
LUPA Amendment (Development Assessment Panels) Bill 202. Open for public comment: 07
November 2025 - 5pm 12 December 2025.

Scrap the DAPs and never bring the legislation back

The State Government has released a third version of the Development Assessment Panel
(DAP) legislation, and we need to you once again make a submission to oppose DAPs.

On 7 November 2025 the Government released the Draft Land Use Planning and Approvals
Amendment (Development Assessment Panels) Bill 2025 (Draft DAP legislation), that was
only slightly changed from the previous version released in February 2025 and the version
voted down in the legislative Council on 28 November 2024.

The new November 2025 DAP Bill is not significantly changed from the earlier versions and
retains all the key flaws. The Government's strategy of making minor changes over, and over,
again in hope that we will give up or accept DAPS will not work.

Please send a submission telling the government to scrap the DAPs and never bring the
legislation back.

Together we helped convince the Legislative Council to vote down DAPs legislation in
November last year. If we retain our resolve, we can defeat this DAPs bill and stop it ever
returning.

Points to include in your submission:

| oppose the Draft Land Use Planning and Approvals Amendment (Development Assessment
Panels) Bill 2025 for the following reasons:

TAKES COUNCILS & COMMUNITIES OUT OF PLANNING: The November 2025 Draft DAPs
legislation will remove proposed developments from the normal planning process. The
community and councils will be removed from having any meaningful say over development
approvals.

REMOVES ELECTED COUNCILLORS FROM HAVING A SAY: This fast-track DAP process will
remove elected councillors from having a say on the approval of the most controversial and
destructive developments affecting local communities.



REMOVES PLANNING APPEAL RIGHTS: There will be no right for the community to appeal
the final decision of a DAP to the planning tribunal.

DAP ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA BROAD AND UNDEFINED: The proposed DAP eligibility criteria
are unchanged and almost any type of development, except for industrial and mining
developments regulated by the Environment Protection Authority (EPA), could be removed
from the normal planning process and assessed and approved by a DAP.

DAPS MAKE IT EASIER TO APPROVE LARGE SCALE CONTENTIOUS DEVELOPMENTS ON
PRIVATE AND PUBLIC LAND INCLUDING WORLD HERITAGE AREAS, NATIONAL PARKS AND
RESERVES: Nothing in the revised DAPs legislation stops the biggest and most controversial
developments that have previously been stopped from returning and being approved by a
DAP e.g. kunanyi/Mt Wellington cable car, Gondolas in Cataract Gorge and Hobart
skyscrapers. New developments such as large-scale subdivisions like Skylands development
at Droughty Point and the UTAS proposed re-development could also be fast-tracked.

SMALL SCALE DEVELOPMENTS COULD MEET DAP CRITERIA: There is no change to the fuzzy
valuation system which would result in developments of very small scale still meeting the
supposed dollar limits of $10 million in urban areas or $5 million in non-urban areas and
S1M for council projects.

MORE HOUSING CAN BE APPROVED USING THE NORMAL PLANNING SYSTEM: The
Government will claim that the DAPs will help get more affordable and social housing built
but this is just an attempt to distract from the Government’s poor record of getting housing
completed. A project only has to include some affordable housing, which could mean 1
house in 100, to meet the eligibility criteria to be assessed by a DAP. More housing can be
approved using the normal planning system and this is likely to create more liveable housing
that is connected to existing communities.

WILL CREATE TWO PLANNING ASSESSMENT SYSTEMS: This system will appeal to the
property industry who are willing to navigate the DAP panel process and have resources for
this. Will create two planning assessment systems, one used by the property industry and
one by the community.

POOR JUSTIFICATION — THERE IS NO PROBLEM TO FIX: Only about 1% of council planning
decisions go to appeal and Tasmania’s planning system is already among the fastest in
Australia when it comes to determining development applications.



