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2 March 2026

Office of Local Government
Department of Premier and Cabinet
GPO Box 123, Hobart, Tasmania 7001

By email: Igconsultation@dpac.tas.gov.au

Dear Office of Local Government,

RE: PMAT Submission: Consultation on Local Government Electoral Legislation: Local
Government Electoral Bill 2025 and Local Government Amendment (Electoral Reforms) Bill
2025.

The Planning Matters Alliance Tasmania (PMAT) thanks the Office of Local Government for

the opportunity to comment on proposed reforms to local government elections in
Tasmania as outlined here.

The Tasmanian Government invited public comment on draft legislation which will change
how local government elections will be conducted in Tasmania.

Two draft bills were released for public consultation for a for a 13-week consultation period
until Saturday 28 February 2026:

1. A new, standalone Local Government Electoral Bill 2025 for future council elections

2. A Local Government Amendment (Electoral Reforms) Bill 2025, delivering a number
of reforms to the Local Government Act 1993 supporting the broader elections
framework.

About the draft legislation
As per the State Government, the:

Key reforms in the Local Government Electoral Bill 2025 include flexibility for the Tasmanian
Electoral Commission to determine the method of an election, increased transparency in
political gifts and donations, strengthened advertising rules, and changes to voter and
candidate eligibility.
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The draft Local Government Amendment (Electoral Reforms) Bill 2025 repeals existing
electoral provisions from the Local Government Act 1993, introduces caretaker provisions for
councils during election periods, and reforms to the current interests management
framework for local councillors.

The draft Bills and supporting information are available for download below
e Exposure draft — Local Government Electoral Bill 2025 [Word] [PDF]

e Exposure draft — Local Government Amendment (Electoral Reforms) Bill 2025 [Word]
PDF

e Local Government Electoral Reforms 2025 - Overview of draft legislation [Word]
PDF

e Local Government Electoral Reform Discussion Paper - Exposure Draft Legislation and
Prior Consultation Report [Word] [PDF]

PMAT’s key concerns and recommendations regarding the above are attached.
We are happy for our submission to be made public.

Yours sincerely,

Sophie

Sophie Underwood

State Director — Planning Matters Alliance Tasmania
E: sophie_underwood@hotmail.com

M: 0407501999

www.planningmatterstas.org.au
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https://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0037/475939/Local-Government-Electoral-Reforms-Overview-of-draft-legislation.pdf
https://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/word_doc/0031/475942/Local-Government-Electoral-Reform-Discussion-Paper-Exposure-Draft-Legislation-and-Prior-Consultation-Report.DOCX
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Better Quality of Public Information at Elections
PMAT supports Reform 11.

Reform 11: Require that the Tasmanian Electoral Commission (TEC) provides all people
submitting a notice of nomination the opportunity to provide a candidate information
statement (in an approved format, providing prescribed information) and that the
Commission is to publish candidate information through appropriate means.

This would:

e Mandate the TEC to offer all candidates the opportunity to submit a candidate
statement.

e Requires the TEC to publish these statements in an accessible format to inform
voters.

PMAT believes Local Government candidates must be compelled to provide a candidate
information statement.

Formalising the obligation would promote consistency, transparency and voter confidence.
Published information helps voters make informed choices.

PMAT does not support the Tasmanian Government’s approach of not enforcing a
mandatory requirement for a candidate information statement. The choice and
responsibility for preparing and submitting statements should not remain with candidates.

PMAT supports in part Reform 13.

Reform 13: Establish that nomination by a registered party is to be included in the
information published by the Tasmanian Electoral Commission and printed on the ballot
paper.

PMAT supports changes to ensure information about party endorsement will be included in
the legislated TEC candidate information booklet, ensuring voters are informed.
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PMAT recommends the addition of a new technical reform.

PMAT recommends a new technical reform be included to compel Local Government
candidates to provide at minimum an email contact point so it is publicly available, in a
timely and easily accessible format e.g. by both Excel spreadsheet and PDF.

Include a new Reform within this section Better Quality of Public Information at Elections to
compel Local Government candidates to provide at minimum an email contact.

At present candidates are not compelled to provide any contact details to enable voters to
contact them.

Democracy cannot function without communication. In order for voters to make informed
choices among candidates, voters must learn about candidates’ policy positions on issues
such as planning.

This is especially important now voting is compulsory for Local Government elections.
Voting is compulsory; thus it follows it must also be compulsory for candidates to provide at
minimum an email address contact point.

PMAT raised this issue both with the Department of Premier and Cabinet in January 2023
and with the Tasmanian Electoral Commission in June 2025.

PMAT made a submission to the Department of Premier and Cabinet on the 27 January
2023 regarding feedback on the 2022 Local Government Elections.

PMAT’s main feedback to the Department of Premier and Cabinet at the time was all Local
Government candidate contact details must be publicly and easily available in a timely
fashion.

This recommendation was informed by PMAT’s work in engaging with candidates at Local
Government elections.

During the last two Tasmanian Local Government elections (2018 and 2022) PMAT
endeavoured to survey all candidates, via email, to ask their position on key planning issues.

Obtaining candidate email addresses was difficult, time consuming and took many volunteer
hours and in many instances was impossible within the election timeframes.
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2022

In 2022, PMAT surveyed 398 of the 505 Local Government candidates (that is, we could
only obtain email addresses for 78% of candidates — and this was not an easy process). Of
the 398 candidates, 169 completed our survey.

2018

In 2018, PMAT surveyed 407 of the 418 Local Government candidates (we obtained email
addresses for 97% of candidates — but it took many volunteer hours). Of the 407
candidates, 144 completed the survey.

It should also be noted many candidates who were already sitting as elected Councillors
considered they did not need to provide their contact details as they could be contacted via
their respective Council’s website. However, this means the general public (e.g. such as
PMAT) must manually copy and paste email addresses from each of Tasmania’s 29 Council
websites.

You can also see our work on Local Government elections here:

https://planningmatterstas.org.au/local-elections/

Other Changes to Support the Integrity of Elections
PMAT does not support Reform 33.

Reform 33: Increase the proportion of electors signing a petition required to compel a
council to hold an elector poll to 20 per cent; while restricting the matters about which an
elector poll may be held to matters with a legitimate connection to the exercise of a
council’s functions or powers or to the incorporation of the council, as determined by the
council.

Reform 33 raises the petition threshold for triggering elector polls and limits poll topics to
council-related matters. PMAT does not support the proposed changes to tighten the
threshold of elector polls. Increased thresholds will limit community/democratic
participation in planning issues.

PMAT is also concerned Reform 33 will narrow the matters for elector polls.
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The Local Government Electoral Reforms Consultation draft legislation overview states
under PART 6 — PETITIONS, POLLS AND PUBLIC MEETINGS that The threshold for petitions
requesting elector polls or public meetings has been raised to 20% of electors (from 5% or
1,000 electors, whichever is lesser).

Using Hobart City Council as case study, this would mean 7,709 (20% of 38,546 ) electors
would need to sign a petition to require the Council to hold an elector poll or public meeting
which in our view is too onerous.

Given the minimal number of elector polls conducted, it is evident excessive polling is not an
issue requiring a fix. PMAT views this proposed reform as yet another attack on Tasmania’s
democracy.

The Tasmanian Electoral Commission here provides a summary of what an elector poll is and
how many we have had since 2018:

Elector polls

A council may hold an elector poll on any issue it determines. It may also be required to hold
an elector poll following a process requiring petitions signed by at least 5% or 1,000 electors
in the municipal area. A council is not bound by the result of an elector poll.

Elector polls conducted by the TEC since the 2018 ordinary elections:

e 2024 Clarence City Council elector poll regarding the proposed placement of an
AFL/AFLW High Performance Centre — elector-initiated poll,

e 2024 Glenorchy City Council elector poll regarding the Glenorchy War Memorial Pool

— elector-initiated poll held concurrently with Glenorchy City by-elections,

e 2022 Hobart City Council elector poll regarding the relocation of the University of

Tasmania's Sandy Bay campus to the CBD — elector-initiated poll held concurrently
with the 2022 ordinary election,

138,546 Hobart City electors enrolled to vote in the 2022 elections as outlined here by the Tasmanian Electoral
Commission.
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2019 Hobart City Council elector poll regarding city building height limits — elector-
initiated, and

2019 Tasman Council elector poll regarding the amalgamation of Sorell and Tasman

councils — council-initiated.
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